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TGC is a Texas Community 

We are almost halfway through 2021 having survived over fourteen 

months of the Corona virus pandemic. During that period, we were almost 

never able to physically gather together.  However, on a positive note 

many of us have viewed and virtually participated in many more state and 

national meetings and lectures than we could have physically attended in 

the past. Therefore, in new and different ways we promote our fellowship 

locally across this large and great state and country. 

Besides being genealogists, historians and educators, we in the TGC 

personally and collectively promote civic duty and patriotism. Our 

members and the members of our represented organizations provide a 

link by blood to the founders of our state and nation. We know that we 

don’t pass on to our descendants our values in the bloodstream but we do 

by promoting the values of western traditions and culture. We embody our    

skills as genealogists in accurately depicting the traditions of our culture. This 

also includes our role as educators for our values. Ronald Reagan stated in 1967, “Freedom is never more 

than one generation from extinction.”  Therefore, we must lead by example to the next generation. Continuing 

our country’s freedom requires education of our nation’s values to all Americans, not only for our families but 

for people of all backgrounds. 

Residing in a state with more hereditary society members than any other state in the nation, it has fallen on 

us to lead the way in the important work we do in acknowledging the past generations responsible for the 

lives we enjoy today. I wish you well and believe that the TGC will prosper. 

Best wishes, 

Bob   Robert M. Clark  
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TGC member Nancy Brennan was part of a group of writers from the San Antonio 

Genealogical & Historical Society (SAGHS) who were 

honored at the Conservation Society of San Antonio 

ceremony on March 26, 2021. The SAGHS writers were 

recognized for the book, “First Families of Bexar County: 

Descendant Lineages of Residents of Bexar, San Antonio, 

and Bexar County Prior to 1850”. Larry Luckett is the book 

editor. This book was also an award winner at the Texas 

State Genealogy Society’s competition in 2019.  The book 

contains 321 pages, including illustrations, facsimiles, 

maps and portraits.  A collection of lineages of 52 ancestor 

families recognized by the SAGHS “First Families” program 

are found among the book’s pages, along with family 

narratives and personal histories.  

 

 

The Texas State Genealogical Society offers various certificates to recognize Texas pioneer ancestors 

and those who provided notable service to the state of Texas. Applicants must complete and submit an 

application form which can be found on the organization’s website at https://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-

content/uploads/2018/11/tsgs_cert_app.pdf.  

 Acceptable documentation for each generation in the lineage must accompany the completed form.  The 

qualifying service of the Texas ancestor must also be proven with acceptable documentation.   The 

application fee is $30.  Applicants are not required to be members of the Texas State Genealogical 

Society.  Available certificates include: 

• Texas First Families Certificate: Individuals who are direct or collateral descendants of 

settlers who resided in Texas prior to 19 February 1846. 

• Gone to Texas Pioneer Certificate: Individual direct descendants of settlers that resided in 

Texas prior to 1886. 

• West Texas Pioneer Certificate: Individual direct descendants of settlers that resided in West 

Texas prior to 1901. 

• Greer County Texas Pioneer Certificate: Applicant must prove direct or collateral descent 

from a settler in Greer County between 1860-1907. This county included parts of Texas and 

Oklahoma. 

• Descendants of Texas Rangers Certificate: An applicant must be directly or collaterally 

descended from someone who served as a Texas Ranger and who is deceased. 

Applications and supporting documentation become the property of the Texas State Genealogical Society 

and the materials may be published in a book, in the Society’s journal and/or published on the Society’s 

website.   Names of living individuals may be published; however, personal information, including birth 

dates and places, marriage dates and places, etc., and vital records of living individuals will not be 

included in publications. 
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By Paula Owen, TGC Charter Member – The Texas Society 

Daughters of the American Revolution held their 112th State 

Conference via a virtual broadcast on March 8-13, 2021.  This 

was the State Society’s first virtual State Conference.  Led by 

State Regent Susan G. Tillman (TGC Hall of Fame Class of 

2018), the theme of this year’s conference was “When the 

Stars Align”.  With the use of Eventleaf, YouTube, and Zoom, 

members were able to participate in workshops and general 

business sessions, hear guest speakers, and enjoy club social 

events.  It was evident that Texas members continued their 

efforts to serve in the areas of education, patriotism, and 

historic preservation even during the pandemic, and these 

accomplishments were highlighted by Mrs. Tillman.  Total 

registration for this historic virtual meeting was over 1,500 with 

172 chapters represented.    

State Officers for the 2021-2024 term were elected.  State Regent-elect Marcy Carter-Lovick 

and State Vice Regent-elect Barbara Petrov were installed at the Continental Congress, 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, on July 4th.  Serving the Texas Society 

as State Officers will be:  

• State Regent Marcy Carter-Lovick (TGC past president)  

• State Vice Regent Barbara Petrov (TGC past president)  

• State Chaplain GeorgiAnne Brochstein  

• State Recording Secretary Shirley Bland  

• State Corresponding Secretary Kim Clark (TGC assistant vice president)  

• State Organizing Secretary Susan Johnston (TGC member)  

• State Treasurer Judy Ditmore (TGC treasurer)  

• State Registrar Susan Adams  

• State Historian Betty Bird  

• State Librarian Paula Owen (TGC member)  

• State Curator Jeannie Deakyne  

Texas Daughters embraced the State Regent’s theme of “Reflecting the Light through Friendship 

and Service” as they devoted their efforts to serving God, Home and Country.   

 

 

 

 

 

2021 - 2022 Officers 

President:  Robert M. Clark 
President Elect:   Tom Jackson  
Vice President:    Wayne Courreges  
Asst Vice President:   Kimberly Clark   
Chaplain:    Davena Leipman  
Recording Secretary:   Colleen Petosa  
Treasurer:    Judy Ditmore   
Registrar:    Brian Petrov   
Chancellor:    Ashley Naumann  
Historian:    Nancy Jay   
Genealogist:    Mary Tedesco   
Newsletter Editor:   Kathy Hanlon   
Webmaster:    Marcy Heathman     
Parliamentarian:   Janisue Rigel   

 

TEXAS GENEALOGICAL COLLEGE HALL OF FAME 

The TGC is seeking nominations for the TGC Hall of Fame which may include deceased members.   

Annually up to five new members may be selected for the TGC Hall of Fame. Nominees may include 

Texans who qualified while living in Texas, but have since died or moved out of state.  For an in-depth 

review of qualifications, see the nomination form in this newsletter. 



TEXAS GENEALOGICAL COLLEGE 

Dedicated to serving the Texas genealogical and heritage society communities 

4 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colleen Petosa, a member of 15 lineage organizations, serves as the recording secretary 

for the Texas Genealogical College.  She joined DAR and 

CDXVIIC twenty-eight years ago at the urging and with 

the help of her mother.  Adding to the lines that her mother 

had researched afforded Colleen the opportunity to join 

the additional groups.   

Colleen is also currently serving as state president of the 

Texas Society Daughters of Colonial Wars, which was 

organized on April 3, 1941, and has 69 members from 

across the state.  Members are descended from 

ancestors who served in the military or in a civil position 

of high trust in the Colonies between the Settlement of 

Jamestowne, May 13, 1607, and the Battle of Lexington, 

April 9, 1775.  The objects of the society are: to honor and 

perpetuate the memory and spirit of the men and women who assisted in the 

establishment, defense and preservation of the American Colonies; to collect and 

preserve records relative to the American Colonial period; to promote historical research 

& the study of history and to commemorate the events of the American Colonial period; 

and to inspire patriotism and loyalty to our country. 

Colleen’s State President’s Project is supporting Hero Labradors, a non-profit that breeds 

and provides Labrador Retrievers at no cost to service dog training programs for disabled 

veterans and first responders.   

The Texas Society Daughters of Colonial Wars meets four times each year.  Contact 

Colleen for specific meeting dates.  Visitors are always welcome! 

 

Meetings of various lineage organizations are 

a key part of the TGC annual meeting! Time 

blocks will be reserved for meetings of 

lineage societies during the 2021 October 

conference.  Contact TGC Treasurer Judy 

Ditmore by email to je.ditmore@gmail.com to 

schedule a meeting time for your group or for 

more information. Your check for $100 

payable to “Texas Genealogical College” will 

reserve a meeting room for your group. 

It is time to pay your annual TGC dues!  

Make your check for $50 payable to Texas 

Genealogical College and mail by October 1 

to be included in the TGC Membership 

Directory.  Mail dues payments to:   

Judy Ditmore,  

TGC Treasurer  

2921 Sunset Circle 

Vernon, TX 76384 
 

The dues form can be found in  this 

newsletter.  For questions about dues, 

contact Judy Ditmore, Treasurer, by email 

to je.ditmore@gmail.com.  

mailto:je.ditmore@gmail.com
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TGC member, Kathy Cave Wells, is a 6th generation Texan and, being a 10th great-granddaughter of 

Pocahontas and John Rolfe, her complete ancestral line in America 

cannot be easily determined.  Most of her ancestors who migrated to 

the early colonies came from England, Scotland, or France, and most 

of those settled in Jamestowne Colony.  Unless she finds others in 

her mother’s line, they all came to Virginia first. 

Her Virginia ancestors, John Rolfe and Raleigh Croshaw, were 

Ancient Planters, two were Governors of Virginia – John West I and 

Colonel George Reade, and ancestor Lt. Col. Alexander Spotswood 

was a lieutenant governor.  Prominent direct ancestor surnames 

include: Rolfe, West, Reade, Spotswood, Martiau, Warner, Blair, 

Dandridge, Bolling, Meriwether, Lewis, Walker, and Thornton. 

Kathy is a member of several New World lineage organizations, 

including: Order of Descendants of Ancient Planters, Jamestowne 

Society, NSDAR, CDA, CDXVIIC, NSDAC, NSDOAF, NSUSD 1812, UDC, Huguenot Society of 

Manakin, and The Meriwether Society.  She has served in local, district, and state positions in many of 

these groups. 

Kathy is also a member of several Old World lineage organizations.  These include: Order of Medieval 

Women, Magna Charta Dames and Barons, Military Order of the Crusades, Cave Family History 

Society, The Friends of St. George’s and Descendants of the Knights of the Garter, Baronial Order of 

Magna Charta, and Crown of Charlemagne.  Having six gateway ancestors has been quite beneficial. 

Kathy is currently working with other lineage societies and hopes to add more to the list in 2021. 

Kathy is married to Mark Wells, has two daughters, five grandchildren, three dogs, and a small herd of 

Corriente cattle.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2021-2023 Executive Board of the Texas 

Branch, National Society Sons and Daughters 

of the Pilgrims, was installed in May 2021.   

• Denise Cervantes, Branch Governor 

• Sandy Bassett, 1st Vice Governor     
(TGC Hall of Fame; member) 

• Ora Jane Johnson, 2nd Vice Governor 

• June Gunn, Elder 

• Colleen Petosa, Recording Secretary 
(TGC member) 

• Sandra Tesch, Treasurer 

• Julie Gustafson, Registrar 

• Diane Dyess, Corresponding Secretary 

(TGC member) 

• Carol Tatum, Historian 
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For President’s Day, 2021, the Mayflower 

Society published a list of U.S. presidents that 

trace their roots to passengers aboard the 

Mayflower, the ship that carried the Pilgrims 

from England to the New World in 1620.  The 

list includes: 

• John Adams (1735-1826), descendant of 

John and Priscilla (Mullins) Alden, and William 

Mullins 

 

• John Quincy Adams (1767-1848), 

descendant of John and Priscilla (Mullins) 

Alden, and William Mullins 

 

• George H. W. Bush (1924-2018), descendant 

of John and Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland, 

Francis Cooke, and John and Joan (Hurst) 

Tilley 

 

• George W. Bush (1946- ), descendant of John 

and Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland, Francis Cooke, 

John and Joan (Hurst) Tilley, and Henry 

Samson 

 

• Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933), descendant of 

Edward Doty 

 

• James A. Garfield (1831-1881), descendant 

of John and Elinor Billington, and Francis 

Billington 

 

• Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885), descendant of 

Richard and Elizabeth (Walker) Warren 

 

• Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945), 

descendant of Issac Allerton, Francis Cooke, 

John and Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland, Degory 

Priest, John and Joan (Hurst) Tilley, and 

Richard and Elizabeth (Walker) Warren 

 

• Zachary Taylor (1784-1850), descendant of 

Isaac Allerton, and William and Mary Brewster. 

 

The American Battlefield Trust and their partner 

organizations preserve America’s battlegrounds and 

educate the public about the value and meaning of 

the battles that took place on these hallowed sites. 

To date, the non-profit and partner organizations 

have saved more than 53,000 acres of battlefields in 

24 states!  Among these preserved lands is Palmito 

Ranch Battlefield in Cameron County, Texas.   

The Palmito Ranch (or Palmito Hill) battlefield is in an 

undeveloped, remote area within the Palmito Ranch 

National Historic Landmark.  In 1865, Union Army 

Colonel Theodore H. Barrett dispatched 250 men of 

the 62nd U.S. Colored Infantry Regiment and 50 men 

of the 2nd Texas Cavalry Regiment to strike 

Confederates in south Texas.  On May 12, 1865, 

Lieutenant Colonel David Branson and Union Army 

expeditionary forces were ordered by Colonel Barrett 

to attack the Confederate forces at Palmito Ranch.  

The Confederates were initially outnumbered and 

scattered leaving the Union soldiers to overtake the 

camp.  Later that same day, an augmented 

Confederate force appeared and regained control of 

the camp.  In response, Colonel Barrett sent 

reinforcements of 200 men of the 34th Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry to assist Lieutenant Colonel 

Branson.  As sundown approached, Colonel John S. 

Ford and a large Confederate cavalry force arrived at 

the battlefield.  The reinforced Confederate Army 

attacked the Union Army with strong artillery.   

 Outgunned, Colonel 

Barrett ordered the 

Union forces to retreat 

ending the battle at 

Palmito Ranch, the 

last battle in the Civil 

War. 

Read more about the 

Palmito Ranch battle:  

https://www.tshaonline.o

rg/handbook/entries/pal

mito-ranch-battle-of  

 

 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/palmito-ranch-battle-of
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/palmito-ranch-battle-of
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/palmito-ranch-battle-of
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Adam Boyce is a life-long student of 

history. His father’s side of the 

family has called Vermont home 

since 1752.  Adam grew up in 

Williamstown, Vermont, where his 

family came in the mid 1780’s, 

specifically on a small farm that his 

great-grandparents bought in 1896. 

Becoming actively involved with the 

Williamstown Historical Society in 

his younger years formulated his 

interest in history and family 

genealogy. 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1991, he began learning to play traditional New England style 

fiddling from master fiddler Harold Luce of Chelsea, which led to 

multiple opportunities as a dance musician and fiddle contest 

participant. Since 2001, Adam has given talks and living history 

presentations through the humanities in Vermont and New 

Hampshire, and has authored several books. 

His first lineage membership was the Mayflower Society in 2001 

(Stephen Hopkins), followed closely by the Pilgrim Hopkins Heritage 

Society in 2006. Beginning in 2018, Adam has proven ancestors in 

thirty-one societies—24 of them just in 2020. He is Captain of the 

Vermont Mayflower Society and was recently elected 2nd Vice-

President National, National Society Descendants of American 

Farmers. 

Adam and his wife, Mary-Anne, live in the town of West Windsor, 

Vermont, where he operates a very small maple sugaring operation.

   

 

 

Bassett, Sandra Cook 

Beard, John 

Benavides, Louis J.    

Bockstruck, Lloyd D. 

Brennan, Nancy W.     

Butler, Edward 

Casey, Larry K. 

Clark, Robert M.  

Green, Tom B., III 

Harris, Lyttleton T, IV  

Hartzog, Martha Ann 

Johnson, Ora Jane 

Lawrence, Thomas Eugene  

Nesbitt, De Ette DuPree       

Ostler, Judy Calloway 

Rigel-Liepman, Davena 

Rigel, Janisue 

Rios, Cheryl Whitt 

Tillman, Susan Greene 

Wright, Pamela Rouse    

Young, Lynn Forney      
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Texas Society Sons of the American Revolution (TXSSAR) Archive can be found in the 

University of North Texas Digital Library. The digital collection features 1,554 total items and 

12,849 files donated by the TXSSAR State Organization, local chapters, members and their 

families.  The digital materials are from bound volumes of original membership applications, 

board of managers meeting minutes and more.  Explore the TXSSAR collection at: 

https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/TSSAR/.   

https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/TSSAR/
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1. Eventually, all genealogists come to their census. 

2. Genealogists: The only people who are excited to read obituaries. 

3. “Done! Everything in the family tree has been found and is completely organized” — 

said no genealogist. Ever. 

4. Genealogy: Where the answer to one problem leads to two more! 

5. Wife to husband: “Never mind the children, do you know where your second great-

grandparents are tonight?” 

6. Only a genealogist views a step backwards as progress. 
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Texas Genealogical College 

   Home of the Texas Genealogical Hall of Fame 
http://texasgenealogicalcollege.com/ 

NOMINATION FORM 

CLASS OF 2021 

Notice: This nomination form should be mailed to the following address 

so that it is received no later than 1 September, 2021: 
 

TGC Hall of Fame 
10809 West Timberwagon Circle 
The Woodlands, TX 77380-4030 

 

All nomination forms must be typed. Submit the original plus 3 complete copies and a $40.00 
nomination fee to cover postage. Checks should be payable to Texas Genealogical College. 
 

Proposer: Proposer must be a member of the Texas Genealogical College 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________

 

Address:    
 

Telephone number:    
 

Email:    

Nominee: Nominee must be a member of the Texas Genealogical College 
 

Name:    _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:    
 

Telephone number: _ _   
 

Email:    

http://texasgenealogicalcollege.com/


 

 

 

 

Qualification for membership in the Texas Genealogical Hall of Fame: 

The selection committee shall consider the number of years the nominee has been active in the lineage, heritage, 
genealogical, historical, heraldic and/or family history society community. Most candidates must have been 
contributing members of the society community for a minimum of ten (10) years. The number of participating 
years of this nominee in the lineage, heritage, genealogical, historical, heraldic and/or family society community 
is: _Y / N_ 

 

Is the nominee a certified genealogist in one of the designated sub-categories?     Y / N 

(If so, please provide a photocopy of Certificate) 
 

The following list of activities to be considered by the selection committee is non-exclusive. It is envisioned that 

those selected for the Hall of Fame will have made notable contributions to the lineage, heritage, genealogical, 

historical or heraldic community in more than one of the following areas outlined below: 

 
Please use extra sheets to answer each question as necessary. Each question answered ‘yes’ should be supported 
by one of more documents. 

 
1. PUBLISHED WORKS For each applicable column, article or book published by the nominee please provide 

the title, date published and a photocopy of the title page. 

Has authored one or more published history, family history, heraldry, and/or genealogy books: Y / N 

(If yes, please List) 
 
 
 

Has written one or more published history, family history, heraldry, and/or genealogy articles in a recognized 
magazine or journal: Y / N (If yes, please list) 

 
 
 

Has written a history, family history, heraldry, and/or genealogy column for a newsletter or recognized 

magazine or journal: Y / N (If yes, please list) 
 
 

 

Has been recognized with one or more awards for writing history/family history magazine articles: 

Y / N (If yes, please list applicable awards) 



 

 

 

 

Has been recognized with one or more awards for writing history/family history books: Y / N (If yes, please 

list) 

 
 

 
Has served as the editor of a state or national genealogy, lineage society or heraldic newsletter or magazine: 

Y / N (If yes, please list each organization in which he/she served as the editor and the dates of service) 
 
 
 

 

2. CONTRIBUTIONS AS A SPEAKER Please provide examples of nominee’s contributions as a speaker, including 
names of organizations, topics and dates of presentations given [please use additional pages as needed]. 

Has served as a speaker at a state or national lineage, heritage, genealogical, historical, heraldic or family 

history society meeting or seminar: Y / N (If yes, please List) 
 
 
 
 

Has served as a speaker at state or national meetings of organizations other than lineage, historical, genealogical, 

heraldic or family history societies on a topic relating to lineage/history/family history:   Y / N (If yes, please 

List) 

 
 
 

 
3. SERVICE AS AN ELECTED SOCIETY OFFICER For each society in which the nominee has served as an elected 

officer, please list the society name, office held [with dates of service as applicable]. 

Has served as a genealogist or registrar for a state lineage, heritage, genealogical, historical, heraldic or family 
history society: Y / N (If yes, please List) 

 
 

 

Has served as a genealogist or registrar for a national lineage, heritage, genealogical, historical, heraldic or family 
history society: Y / N (If yes, please List) 

 
 
 
 

 

Has served as an officer other than genealogist, registrar or president of a state lineage, heritage, genealogical, 
historical, heraldic or family history society: Y / N (If yes, please List) 



 

 

Has served as State President [or comparable title] for a lineage, heritage, genealogical, historical, heraldic or 
family history society: Y / N (If yes, please list) 

 
 
 
 
 

Has served as a general officer [other than genealogist, registrar or President General], trustee, or member of the 
executive committee of a national lineage, heritage, genealogical, heraldic or historical society: Y / N (If yes, please 
list) 

 
 
 

 
Has served as the President General [or applicable office] of a national lineage, heritage, genealogical, heraldic 

or historical society: Y / N (If yes, please list) 
 
 
 
 

4. Service in an appointed Society position. Please list each applicable organization, the name of the committee for 
which the nominee has served [noting whether chair, vice chair or committee member] and the years for the 
appointment. Please indicate if the appointment was state or national level. 

 
 
 
 

 
5. Organized Society Conferences. Please list lineage, heritage, heraldic, historical or genealogical seminars, 
workshops or conferences organized by the nominee, with applicable society name and year of event. Please 
indicate if the event was state or national in scope. 

 
 
 
 

 
6. Founding of Organizations. Please list each society or organization in which the nominee was a founder, 

indicating if he/she was the principal founder or a founding officer. 

 
 
 
 

7. Other significant contributions to the society community. Often a nominee has made significant contributions 

which are not covered by the six categories of service described above. Please provide a detailed explanation of any 

other contributions made by the nominee to the society community, including ‘why’ they are significant. Add pages 

as needed.



 

 

Membership Application 
Membership in the Texas Genealogical College is open to any member of a lineage, hereditary, 
genealogical, historical, or heraldic society. The goal of the TGC is to serve as a conduit for each Texas 
lineage/genealogical organization to spread the word about the qualifications for membership in 
each group and to share information about their respective activities; to recognize outstanding 
genealogists in the Texas Genealogical Hall of Fame; to sponsor genealogical & historical seminars 
around the state; and other informative activities. 
An Annual Conference is held in various venues around the State of Texas and includes meetings of 

various lineage societies along with exciting workshop and educational presentations. 
                      http://texasgenealogicalcollege.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/341307809947557 

Dues are $50.00 per year. Please remit your check payable to “Texas Genealogical College” to 

the Treasurer:  Judy Ditmore, 2921 Sunset Circle, Vernon, TX 76384 

___New Member ___Renewal 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State & Zip (nine digits): __________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number: (H) (C) Email: _________________________ 
 

Please list the names of all lineage/genealogical/ historical societies that you are a member of 
for the Membership Directory: (Ex. Texas State Genealogical Society, DAR, SAR, 1812, Magna 
Charta, etc.) 
 

 

 

 

 

All dues must be received by October 1 to be included in the next Membership Directory 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/341307809947557

