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Texas Genealogical College 

 Genealogical 
Gleanings 

President’s Message 

Barbara McCormick Petrov, TGC President 

I must have re-written this message to all of my fellow 
members of the Texas Genealogical College at least four 
times since February.  With the global COVID-19 
pandemic changing our world from one month to the 
next, and with the ongoing cancellation of so many of 
our meetings and events across the state (and around 
the country), it became difficult to confirm what 
activities could be reported to our membership.  Luckily, 
due to the advent of user-friendly (and wallet-friendly) 
video conferencing platforms, organizations around the 
world have embraced “virtual” meetings not just for 
everyday business, but, also for special functions like our 
annual conference. 

This is good news for our organization, because I was extremely disappointed to have to 
cancel our in-person meeting at the beautiful Hilton at NASA-Clear Lake in Houston due 
to increasing concerns about the virus in the greater Houston area. Harris County has 
remained  in the “Threat Level 1-Serious/ Stay Home” category since the Spring – 
nothing has changed.  I could not , in good conscience, potentially have any member, 
guest, or speaker exposed to this health threat as they travel to attend this meeting, so 
the conference was cancelled at the hotel.  But, you didn't think COVID would keep us 
apart, did you?  It won't be the same as being together in-person, but since that just 
isn’t possible right now, virtual is the next best thing!  I am very excited to invite 
everyone to attend the first ever Virtual Texas Genealogical College Annual Conference!   
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Treasurer, Judy Ditmore:  Attached to this newsletter, you will find the 
2020-2021 Membership Renewal Form.  Please mail your check to me by 
October 15 in order to have your information in the next Membership 
Directory.  Thank you!  

We have some terrific speakers lined up for the Morning Session; our annual Business 
meeting will take place at noon; and, we have several lineage societies that are 
conducting virtual “Open Houses” in the Afternoon Session of the conference.  On 
behalf of the entire TGC Executive Board, we hope you are able to attend our fifth 
annual conference!   
As you scroll through this newsletter, I hope you enjoy the photos of last year’s 
conference that took place in Granbury under the leadership of our 2018-2019 
President, Marcy Carter-Lovick.  Marcy and her Executive Board and Conference 
Committee did an amazing job creating a line-up of fascinating speakers, a beautiful  
Hall of Fame Banquet, and host a productive Business luncheon.  Chief Judge, Lynn 
Young introduced the membership to the TGC Hall of Fame Class of 2019 – Sandra K. 
Bassett, Robert M. Clark, Janisue Rigel, and Davena Rigel-Liepman.  Showcasing the 
accomplishments of these four luminaries in our fellowship inspires all of us try and to 
do a little more in the heritage/ historical/ genealogical/ lineage society world!  A copy 
of the ad recognizing our 2019 Hall of Fame Class was placed in the Texas Society DAR’s 
121st Annual State Conference Program – you can view that in this edition of our 
newsletter, as well. 
Thank you Mrs. Carter-Lovick for your leadership and dedication to the objectives of our 
organization! 

Historian, Brian Petrov:  After you complete the 
Membership Renewal Form, please don’t forget to note any 
new organizations that you wish to have listed in the 
directory.  PLEASE don’t list all of your organizations, again, 
just the new ones!  Makes my job updating the Directory so 
much easier!  Thank you! 

Registrar, Barbara Johnson:  Welcome to new member, Morgan Elliott!  
Morgan was one of our speakers at our 2019 Conference, and she had so 
much fun, she joined our group! Please remember, that per our Bylaws, 
interested prospective members who reside outside of our state, are 
eligible to join our organization.  By opening up our membership, we may 
now include people whose research leads them to track their family roots 
in the Lone Star State and help them join some Texas genealogical 
organizations that may assist them in their quest.  
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Tips for Overcoming Genealogical Brick Walls  

  
Not every ancestor is easy to find in the records. This should not be viewed in a negative sense. It is 
these “brick wall” ancestors that enable us to expand our knowledge and seek out creative solutions 
for finding the information we seek. Should you come across a brick wall ancestor or family, here are 
few suggestions: 
  
1. Cast a wider net with your research. If information about one specific ancestor is not easily 

located, try researching the spouse, children, brothers, sisters, and other relatives. 
Documentation of the friends or others associated with your ancestor could potentially hold the 
answers to the questions you seek. 

2. Create a timeline for your ancestor with all the details you have collected about his or her life. 
Timelines can help determine which resources we still need to seek out and consult. 

3. Try “genealogy crowdsourcing." Post the information or ask your brick wall genealogy question 
on a genealogy Facebook page or group. Be as specific as you can with names, dates, and 
locations. 

4. Present your research problem to your local genealogy group or society (Texas Genealogical 
College!) and ask for feedback and suggestions. 

5. Create a formal research report of all of your findings to date. This may spark ideas for 
additional sources that may have been overlooked. Use this information to expand and redirect 
your research. 

6. Step away from the research problem for a little while. After you give yourself some time, you 
can return to the research problem with a new perspective, ideas and insights. 

7. Ask / hire a professional genealogist. It is advisable to find a professional genealogist with a 
specialty in the area of your research inquiry. For example, if you are researching a German 
immigrant ancestor, it is best to hire someone with expertise in this area. 

  
No matter what challenges you may come across, never lose sight of your research goals and the 
brick wall you’d like to break down. Keep careful track of the research you have done, are currently 
doing and hope to do in the future. Always be open to building your genealogical research skills and 
to expanding your knowledge of history. Some of our greatest genealogical challenges take more time 
to solve than originally anticipated. In the words of Winston Churchill, ““Never, never, never give up!” 

Mary M. Tedesco 
TGC Genealogist  
October 1, 2020 
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Your 2019-2020 
Officers: 

 
President: 

Barbara Petrov 
 

President-Elect: 
Robert M. Clark 

 
Vice President: 

Tom Jackson 
 

Asst Vice President: 
Kim Clark 

 
Chaplain: 

Pamela Wright 
 

Recording Secretary: 
Kathy Hanlon 

 
Treasurer: 

Judy Ditmore 
 

Registrar: 
Barbara Johnson 

 
Chancellor: 

Ashley Naumann 
 

Historian: 
Brian T. Petrov 

 
Genealogist: 
Mary Tedesco 

 
Newsletter Editor: 

Sally Patterson 
 

Webmaster: 
Marcy Heathman 

 
Parliamentarian: 

Judy C. Ostler 

It was a dark and stormy night…so goes the start of many a 
tantalizing tale!  Well, that was the actual description of the 
evening when the Texas Genealogical College had its 
organizational meeting on Friday, October 23, 2015.  It seems like 
it happened ages ago, but it was just five short years ago when 
our organization was founded in Houston at the Hilton Westchase 
Hotel.  Little did we know that it was the start of a wonderful 
journey of educational opportunities; networking with like-
minded individuals; and, recognition of stars in the Texas 
genealogical world!  Our thanks to the Founders and Charter 
members who initiated our society! 

 

Texas Genealogical College  
History and Purpose 

  
The Texas Genealogical College (TGC) was formed on Friday, Oct. 
23, 2015, in Houston, TX at the Houston Hilton Westchase Hotel.  
  
The following officers were elected:  
  

President:   Judge Ed Butler  
President Elect:   Lynn Forney Young  
Vice President:    Pamela Wright  
Asst. Vice President:  Larry Casey  
Secretary:   Barbara Stevens  
Corresponding Sec.:  Cheryl Rios  
Treasurer:   James T. Jones  
Chaplain:   Rev. James Taylor  
Historian:   Don Stone 

  
The goal of the college is to serve as a conduit for each Texas 

lineage/ genealogical organization to spread the word about the 
qualifications for membership in each group and to share 

information about their respective activities. 



Barbara McCormick Petrov, President 
 

Cordially invites you to attend the 
 

5th Annual 
Texas Genealogical College Conference 

 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 
9:30 a.m. 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom Online Platform  
 

Morning Session:  Genealogical Presentations 
 

Business Session:  TGC Meeting 
-Presentation of 2020 Hall of Fame Honorees 

-Vote on Bylaw Updates 
-Election of 2020-2021 Executive Board 

 

Afternoon Breakouts:  Lineage Society Meetings 
(A Select Group of Private Members-Only Meetings) 

 

A Zoom meeting link and agenda will be emailed to all 
members the week before the meeting. 

 

Please contact Barbara Petrov at 
BAPetrov@alumni.utexas.net with any questions. 

mailto:BAPetrov@alumni.utexas.net
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Texas Genealogical College 
2020 Conference 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 
 

Speaker Preview:  Elizabeth A. Heise 

 Presentation:  “I Got my DNA Results, What Do I Do Now?”  
 
In the session, I Got my DNA Results, What Do I Do Now? we will discuss the different types of DNA 
tests, what the results mean, and how they can be used to solve genealogy questions.  We will 
compare variations in ethnicity percentages between multiple companies.  Also you will see how DNA 
can be used to figure out who the parent was in an unattributed parental event by triangulating with 
multiple DNA matches. 

Elizabeth Ann Heise is a professor of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. In her free time, 
she researches genealogy.  She started doing genealogy to prove to 
her niece that her family dated back to the Mayflower. She descends 
from Richard Warren through his daughter Mary. That challenge 
started years and years and miles and miles of research and travel. 
Currently she is TXDAR State Applications Team member, Regent of 
the DuBois Hite Chapter NSDAR, State Co-Historian for the Texas 
Society of Mayflower Descendants, and Registrar of the Hill Country 
Chapter XXXVI Colonial Dames of America. In addition to DAR and 
Mayflower, she is a member of the Order of the Crown of 
Charlemagne, the Baronial Order of Magna Charta, Society of 
Descendants of Lady Godiva, Colonial Dames of America, 
Descendants of Early Postmasters, Colonial Dames XXVII Century, 
National Society United States Daughters of 1812, Daughters of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, National Society of the Dames of the 
Court of Honor, and Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars.  
She has proven that she descends from 7 patriots in the 
Revolutionary War. She has assisted well over 100 members with 
documenting their lineages to join DAR and over 100 members join 
the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
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Texas Genealogical College 
2020 Conference 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 
 

Speaker Preview:  Mary “Anthony” Startz 

Her presentation: 
  
Presentation:  “Navigating the Cuban Papers Collection - A Clayton Library Treasure” 
  
Clayton Library’s Collection of the Cuban Papers (Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, or "Legajos") : 
1763-1803 (and later) is comprised of 1379 reels of microfilm. 
 They are part of the Archivo General de Indias in Seville, Spain. The records are approximately 
2,972 legajos (bundles) which were kept “ribbon-tied” with about 800 to 100 folio pages and 
include millions of individual documents. The entire collection begins in the 1570s (founding of St. 
Augustine) and they end in the 1820s (cession to U.S). They are part of the Spanish Colonial 
administrative records with corresponding archival materials in many other related archives 
including the Archivo General de la Nacion in Mexico City and many related archives in Spain. 
Was your ancestor who arrived from Europe in this region before 1821? There might be clues in 
this collection. Learn how to navigate and search this collection. 

Mary ‘Anthony’ Long Startz,  a native of Pensacola, Florida, has lived 
in Houston for more than thirty-five years.   
A thirty-year member of NSDAR, she is currently Regent of Lady 
Washington Chapter and serves as National Vice Chair Lineage 
Research - Spanish Task Force. She is also the Texas State Chair for the 
Spanish Task Force – a Vice-Chair of the State Lineage Research team. 
In these roles, she educates DAR membership and the public at large 
about Spain’s support during the American Revolution and how to 
join DAR on a Spanish Patriot. Her book The Papers of Joaquin Ortega 
is the go-to resource for all Joaquin Ortega descendants wanting to 
join DAR. She has published articles in numerous in numerous 
journals and genealogical publications.  
  
Anthony is  a member of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
working to promote the history of Spain’s role in the American 
Revolution. As a board member of  this organization, she serves as 
National Secretary and Deputy Governor of the Houston chapter. 
Anthony is a member of Hispanic Genealogical Society of Houston, 
Daughters of the American Colonists, Daughters of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War, Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars and 
National Society United Daughters of 1812.  
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Texas Genealogical College 
2020 Conference 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 
 

Speaker Preview:  Dr. Hardwick S. Johnson, Jr. 

Dr. Hardwick Smith Johnson, Jr., the son of Hardwick 
Smith Johnson, Sr. and Louise Johnson, was born 
in Millen, Georgia.  Dr. Johnson received his B.A. from 
Atlanta Christian College, and completed his M.Ed. At  
Georgia Southern University.  He then received his 
Ed.S. from Georgia State University and his Ed.D. from 
Nova Southeastern University.  
 
Dr. Johnson is active in multiple civic, historical and 
cultural organizations. He serves on the Harpers Ferry 
Historic Landmarks Commission, the Board of the 
Harpers Ferry-Bolivar Historic Town Foundation, and is 
a member The Pilgrims of the United States, and the 
Beresford Family Society.  
 

Dr. Johnson has been named a Kentucky Colonel, an Honorary Citizen of the City of 
Los Angeles, an Honorary Admiral of the Texas Navy, and an Honorary Member of 
the Coweta Tribal Town of the Creek Indian Nation.   Dr. Johnson is a recipient of the 
Medal of Honor from the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, 
the Honor Medal of the National Society Daughters of American Colonists and the 
Outstanding Young Men of America Award.  He was presented the 9th Annual C. 
Sims Bray Literary Award of the Atlanta Chapter (Georgia Society) of Colonial Wars. 
 
Dr. Johnson’s interests include medieval history and genealogy, heraldry, 
international travel, Theatre Pipe Organ Music, and collecting antique Southern Folk 
Pottery (jugs, churns, jars, crocks). 
 
Presentation:  “Lineage Societies:  A Not So Impartial Perspective"  
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Texas Genealogical College 
2020 Bylaws Update 

Article VI, Section 13:  Duties of Officers - Chaplain 
Old:  The Chaplain shall provide spiritual guidance to the members; send get-well cards 
to members and cards of condolence to their surviving family members. He shall 
prepare and deliver a memorial service at the annual meeting, and offer invocations 
and benedictions at Organization meetings. He shall arrange the services at the burial 
of deceased members of the organization when the organization is requested to 
participate in the ceremony. He shall be an ordained minister. He shall serve as 
chairman of the Ethics Committee.  
New:  The Chaplain shall provide spiritual guidance to the members; send get-well 
cards to members and cards of condolence to their surviving family members. He shall 
prepare and deliver a memorial service at the annual meeting, and offer invocations 
and benedictions at Organization meetings. He shall arrange the services at the burial 
of deceased members of the organization when the organization is requested to 
participate in the ceremony. He shall serve as chairman of the Ethics Committee.  
Rationale:  Updated language reflects the fact that most hereditary/ lineage/ historical 
organizations do not have a lot of (if any) ordained ministers within their membership 
in order to fill the position of Chaplain.  By eliminating the requirement, of being an 
ordained minister, the change enables an opportunity for any member to be 
nominated and elected to the position of Chaplain.  

Article VII, (NEW) Section 3:  Meetings 
New:  Electronic Meetings. The regular meeting shall be held in-person, except that 
provision may be allowed for members who are unable to attend in person to 
participate electronically, so long as all members can simultaneously hear each other 
and participate, subject to any limitations established in special rules of order adopted 
to govern such participation, and at no expense to the organization. Electronic mail 
(email) shall not be used to conduct meetings.  
Rationale:  In light of the fact that our organization has the need to conduct business 
using electronic meetings, due to the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, Robert’s Rules 
Association has provided  guidance for Electronic Meetings, which is included as an 
appendix in the recently-released Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 12th Edition.    
We do not have a section addressing this topic. 
Current Sections 3 and 4 will be re-numbered Sections 4 and 5.  

The following TGC Bylaw updates will be voted on by the membership during the 
Business meeting on October 24.  The updates were approved by a majority of the TGC 
Executive Board and were sent via email to the members a month prior to our meeting. 
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Texas Genealogical College 
2020 – 2021 Executive Board 

Are you interested in joining a group of dynamic 
men and women who wish to volunteer their 
talents and skills towards the objectives of our 
organization?  Well, look no further – submit your 
name and the position that you are interested in 
to either our Nominating Committee Chairman, 
Marcy Carter-Lovick (marcymail09@gmail.com) or 
to President-Elect, Bob Clark 
(rmc@robertmclark.net).  We want You! 

The President-Elect shall, in the absence of the President, perform the duties pertaining to that office. 
The President-elect shall assume the office of the President upon the expiration of the term, resignation 
or incapacity of the President. In the absence of the president and president-elect, the president's 
duties shall be assumed by the Vice President. The president-elect shall serve as the Chairman of the 
Annual Meeting, securing a venue, arranging for meeting space, entertainment, program/speakers, food 
and beverage and group rates at the hotel. 
 
The Vice President shall 
a) act as the chief executive office in the absence of both the president and president- elect. The vice 
president also handles the production, advertising and distribution of membership certificates, medals, 
and the regalia of the various officers and the production of individual trophies/medals of those 
selected as members of the "Texas Genealogical Hall of Fame." 
b) conceive and develop membership materials to entice prospective members to join, such as 
preparing flyers to be inserted into the registration envelopes of other societies. 
 
The Secretary shall serve as the secretary of the organization, and apply the seal to all official 
documents and certificates, compile the minutes of the meetings of the Executive Committee and the 
membership annual meeting, submit them to the Executive Committee and retain copies of each of the 
minutes, which will be immediately turned over to his/her successor.  
 
The Treasurer shall collect and keep the funds of the Organization and deposit the same in a bank or 
savings institution designated by the Executive Committee, and shall be placed to the credit of the 
organization. He shall draw on the funds for the payment of such obligations as may be approved by the 
officers or Executive Committee. He shall keep a true account of his receipts and disbursements, and 
make a report thereof at every regular meeting of the Organization, and submit an annual account at 
the annual meeting in October.  
 
The Chancellor shall serve as the legal advisor to the president and other members of the Executive 
Committee. The Chancellor must be a licensed practicing attorney. The chancellor's duties include 
selecting a state in which to become chartered; filing articles of incorporation; and filing all necessary 
documents in furtherance thereof. 
 
 

mailto:marcymail09@gmail.com
mailto:rmc@robertmclark.net
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The Genealogist shall organize and conduct a 
genealogy/family history/history seminar in conjunction 
with the annual meeting, including obtaining qualified 
speakers, posting notices of the seminar, arranging for rent 
of the venue, insuring that the seminar room is equipped 
with appropriate podium, video projector and screen, loud 
speaker, etc. 
 
The Registrar shall review each membership applications 
and determine the qualification of all applicants. He shall 
assign a membership number to each member; prepare 
and mail notices of acceptance; together with an offer to 
sell membership medals and other merchandise, and a 
request for a charitable contribution; which organization is 
returned to the Treasurer. The Registrar maintains a copy 
of both the approved application and the documentary 
proof submitted by each member. 

The Newsletter Editor/Master of the Calendar shall establish a web page for the organization and 
communicate with all state lineage, heritage and genealogical societies, and seek to "link" all of said state 
lineage, heritage and genealogical societies web pages to that of this organization.  Liaison with all of said 
state lineage, heritage and genealogical societies to establish a Texas State Master Calendar of all of said 
state lineage, heritage and genealogical societies meetings, grave dedications, seminars, or other 
activities. 
 
The Webmaster shall establish a web site for the organization.  Once the organization web site is 
established, he shall contact each member society and seek to link the organization's web site with the 
member organization's state web site.  Place the organization's master calendar of events on the web site. 
Place such other information on the organization's web site as directed by the president. 
 
The Chaplain shall provide spiritual guidance to the members; send get-well cards to members and cards 
of condolence to their surviving family members. He shall prepare and deliver a memorial service at the 
annual meeting, and offer invocations and benedictions at Organization meetings. He shall arrange the 
services at the burial of deceased members of the organization when the organization is requested to 
participate in the ceremony.  
 
The Directory Editor shall no later than October 2016 prepare a Directory of the association 
 
The Parliamentarian (appointed by the President) shall advise the president on procedures at meetings, 
which shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Organization . 
 
Any and all positions may be asked by the President to assist with some day-to-day aspects of the 
administration of the organization and/ or the planning of the annual conference.  All volunteers are 
appreciated for the time and dedication given to the Texas Genealogical College!  
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2019 TGC Conference Memories 
Hilton Garden Inn, Granbury, TX 

 
Many thanks to Past Historian, Wayne Courreges, for preserving the memories of our 
last conference with his wonderful pictures. 
 

Welcome & Lineage Society Meetings: 
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Hall of Fame Banquet: 

2019 TGC Conference Memories 
Hilton Garden Inn, Granbury, TX 
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2019 TGC Conference Memories 
Hilton Garden Inn, Granbury, TX 

Genealogical Presentations: 
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TGC Business Luncheon: 



Texas Genealogical College 18 

Sandra ‘Sandy’ Cook Bassett has devoted almost a lifetime of service in numerous genealogical 
societies, including terms as State President of the Colonial Dames XVII Century and Dames of the 
Court of Honor. She has served multiple terms on State Executive Boards of several Texas lineage 
societies, including the Texas Society Daughters of the American Revolution, Texas Society Colonial 
Dames XVII Century, Texas Society Dames of the Court of Honor, Texas Society Magna Charta Dames 
and Barons and Texas Society Sons & Daughters of the Pilgrims. Sandy has also served as Senior State 
Corresponding Secretary for Texas Society Children of the American Revolution. 
She is currently serving as Second Vice President General for the National Society Colonial Dames XVII 
Century [following a term as Chaplain General for that organization] and National Trustee for the 
National Society Dames of the Court of Honor. 
She has chaired dozens of committees, both national and state level, for 28 different lineage 
organizations during more than 37 years of dedicated service. Mrs. Bassett supports a variety of 
projects as well as giving of herself and her time to actively participate in the many tasks needed to 
maintain the work of societies such as chairing state and national luncheon, nominating, conference 
and other committees. 
In addition, she has earned many awards at both the national and state levels such as the National 
Service Award and Medal for the National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century, the title of Honorary 
Junior for Life by TXDAR and both the Medal of Appreciation and Martha Washington Medal by the 
Sons of the American Revolution. 
Her involvement with genealogy began when Sandy was just eight years old. Since no one in the family 
was recording stories or history Sandy and her Mother, Dale Etter Cook, began spending every 
Saturday at the Dallas Public Library pouring through books, asking questions and cranking the old 
microfilm machines. It is the reason Sandy became a Librarian by profession and spent nearly 35 years 
loving the smell and feel of books and the stories and information printed within them. 
Sandy’s Mother was determined they would join DAR so the research continued for 25 years until Mrs. 
Cook was confident they had found enough documentation to join the organization. Both were 
admitted into DAR in 1983, joining the Nancy Horton Davis Chapter in Dallas, where Sandy is still an 
active member, leader and mentor. 
Sandy has designed official insignia for many lineage organizations as well as President General 
brooches, Librarian General Bookmarks and President General Limoges style boxes to help raise funds 
on both the state and national level. One of her designs helped to raise $35,000 for a lineage 
organization. 
Sandy has dearly loved creating five books for DAR and Colonial Dames XVII Century, one of which was 
a history book, with the remaining four prayer books. 
She has demonstrated a willingness to mentor and support other members of genealogical societies. 
She continues to recruit and assist with new member applications and is a frequent, popular speaker 
on a variety of topics for meetings and events. 
Sandy has been married to the love of her life, Kevin, for 36 years. They have two precious kitties, 
Georgette and IrmaDale. 

Texas Genealogical College 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 
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Janisue Rigel – Co-Founder and President National of the National Society Descendants of American 
Farmers. Under her leadership this new society has acquired more than 600 members in less than 
seven months, launched a youth organization and awarded four scholarships to agricultural students. 
Janisue also currently holds positions as Honorary State President Wyoming Society U.S.D. 1812, 
Honorary Chapter President, Bison Chapter Wyoming Society U.S.D.1812 and State Parliamentarian 
Wyoming Society U.S.D. 1812. 
At the national level she has served as Curator National United States Daughters of 1812. She has 
served as both Secretary National and Historian National for Antebellum Planters. 
She held positions of State First Vice President and State Curator for the Texas State Society U.S.D. 
1812 prior to serving as State Organizing President for the Wyoming State Society U.S.D. 1812, at the 
request of the organization’s President National. 
Janisue has served as the State President and the East Texas Chapter Organizing President for Southern 
Dames of America. She served the Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars as State Governor, 
State Corresponding Secretary and State Historian for the Texas Society. Her service with the Texas 
Society Daughters of American Colonists include State Historian and State Curator. 
In addition, Janisue has held the position of Organizing and Chapter President for the Heart of Texas 
Chapter Colonial Daughters 17th Century and Organizing Governor for South Branch National Society 
Sons and Daughters of Pilgrims. Janisue has served as chair for many state and national committees for 
the various organizations of which she is a member. She served the Thomas Bay Chapter N.S.U.S.D. 
1812 as President for five years and has served numerous other chapters of various societies as an 
officer and/or committee chair. 
During her years of service to the lineage society community, Janisue has also held memberships in the 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, Sons and Daughters of the Colonial 
Antebellum Bench and Bar, National Society Dames Court of Honor, Daughters of Union Veterans, 
National Society Daughters of Seventeenth Century, Sons and Daughters of Antebellum Planters, 
Founders of North America, Sons and Descendants of Early Quakers, Daughters of Confederacy, Sons 
and Daughters of Virginia Founding Fathers, National Society Southern Dames of America, First 
Families of Maryland, Henry County Illinois Prairie Pioneers, First Families of Ohio, Daughters of the 
British Empire in the U.S.A., Descendants of Early Postmasters and National Society Children of the 
American Revolution. 
She is a three-time recipient of the Texas Society Sons of the American Revolution Martha Washington 
Award; she was also awarded the Silver Service medal and the Lady Liberty Award by TSSAR. In 2010 
Janisue was recognized by the National Society of United States Daughters of 1812 with the Spirit of 
1812 Award. 
Janisue’s professional career includes more than 30 years as an event negotiator and coordinator, 
expertise she has shared with many Texas lineage society as event planner for numerous state 
conferences and fall board meetings. She is a GIA Graduate in sale and diamond grading and initiated a 
long-term highly successful regional trade show for the gem industry. 

Texas Genealogical College 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 
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Robert M. Clark has been a practicing Dallas attorney for 37 years, is a fifth generation Dallas 
resident, and sixth generation Texan. His father’s family were original settlers of Erath County and 
his mother’s family has resided in Dallas since the 1880’s. He served as President of the Thomas J. 
Rusk Chapter, SRT. Bob was a Certified Genealogist, Board for Certification of Genealogists, from 
1980 to1995, during which time he wrote and published three genealogy books and one book on 
heraldry. 
He served as the 98th State President of the more than 2,500-member Texas Society, Sons of the 
American Revolution. He has also served as President of the Texas Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution, as Governor of The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Texas, and as Governor of 
the Texas Society of the Founders and Patriots of America. His national roles have included 
Treasurer General and Chancellor of the Order of the Crown of Charlemagne in the United States of 
America; Councilor, National Society Americans of Royal Descent; Counsel General and Vice-
President, National Huguenot Society; Attorney General, Order of Founders and Patriots; Deputy 
Governor General, Society of Colonial Wars; and he currently serves as National Vice President, 
Aztec Club of 1847. 
In 1990 Bob was made a member of the Society of the Cincinnati, an organization founded in 1783 
with George Washington as its first president general. He is a Knight of Justice of the Bailiwick of 
Brandenburg of the 900-year-old Order of St. John. The Bailiwick of Brandenburg was the branch of 
the Order of Malta which accepted the Reformation of the Church in Central Europe in the 
sixteenth century. He is also a Knight Officer of the Order of Sts. Maurice and Lazarus granted by 
the Italian Royal Family; a Knight of the Portuguese Royal Order of Vila Viçosa, the Hungarian Order 
of Vitéz, and a Knight of the Order of Frances I. Bob has also received a Grand Cross of the 
Montenegrin Order of Danilo I and of the Imperial Ethiopian Order of the Lion, and is a Grand 
Officer of the Order of St. Michael of the Wing. In 1991 he was elected a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland and was granted a Scottish coat of Arms through his paternal line from the 
Lord Lyon in Edinburgh in 1990. Throughout the years, Bob has written numerous articles on 
genealogy and chivalric orders as well as given programs on both subjects to a variety of 
organizations and schools. 
Bob received a BBA (1972) from the University of Texas at Austin, an MBA (1978) from Southern 
Methodist University & Juris Doctor (1982) from Oklahoma City University. He graduated from 
Hillcrest High School and received an Eagle Scout in 1963. He has been selected as a member of 
the College of the State Bar of Texas and was elected to the very selective American Board of Trial 
Advocates. He is Board Certified in Civil Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and is 
also certified as a Civil Trial Specialist by the National Board of trial Advocates. Only 10 percent of 
Texas attorneys are board certified in any area of law, with only two percent of attorneys certified 
in civil trial law. 
His wife Kim is currently a National Chair in the NSDAR and has served as state chair of multiple 
TXDAR committees. She and their daughter Ashley are members of the Colonial Dames of America 
and the Daughters of the Cincinnati. Ashley is also a member of the Jamestowne Society and 
currently attends law school. 

Texas Genealogical College 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 
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Davena Rigel Liepman – Co-Founder of the National Society Descendants of American 
Farmers, where she serves as Registrar National, having processed more than 600 
member applications in less than seven months. Davena is credited with the original 
idea of establishing a lineage society to recognize the early American Farmer. 
She also currently serves as State Registrar for the Wyoming Society U.S.D. 1812, and 
Historian General of the National Society Sons and Daughters of Antebellum Planters. 
She has served as State Chaplain for the Texas Society U.S.D.1812, and as State First 
Vice President and Recording Secretary of the Wyoming Society U.S.D. 1812, as well 
Editor of the Wyoming Society U.S.D.1812 State Newsletter [2017-2019]. She served 
as Organizing Registrar of the Bison Chapter, Wyoming Society U.S. D. 1812. In 
addition, she served as State Historian for the Texas Society Continental Society 
Daughters of Indian Wars. 
Davena has been registrar for the Heart of Texas Chapter, Colonial Daughters of the 
17thCentury and South Branch, National Society Sons and Daughters of Pilgrims. She 
has held chapter positions with the Thomas Bay Chapter USD1812 and belongs to 29 
different lineage societies, including Sons and Daughters of Virginia Founding Fathers, 
Descendants of Early Postmasters, National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution, National Society Daughters of American Colonists, National Society 
Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars and Antebellum Bench and Bar. 
In addition, Davena has presented programs for state societies of U.S.D. 1812 in 
Wyoming, Arkansas and Nevada. 
She is a two-time recipient of the Texas Society Sons of the American Revolution 
Martha Washington Award, and has been awarded the TSSAR Silver Service medal 
and the Lady Liberty Award. She is also a recipient of the United States Daughters of 
the 1812 Spirit of 1812 Award. 
Davena was a student at Friends University in Wichita, Kansas and graduated from 
Wichita State University with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She subsequently taught 
school for a year before changing career paths. She is a GIA Graduate Gemologist and 
served as Vice President and Treasurer for Southwest Fine Jewelry Show. Davena 
loves to read, especially authors David McCullough, Charles Krauthammer and Mark 
Levin, and enjoys history. 

Texas Genealogical College 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 



2019 Hall of Fame Award Recipients 
From left:  Hall of Fame Chief Judge Lynn Young, Sandra K. Bassett, Robert M. Clark, 
Davena Rigel-Liepman, Janisue Rigel, TGC 2018-2019 President Marcy Carter-Lovick 

 

Since its founding in 2015, the Texas Genealogical College has recognized 
members of lineage, heritage, and genealogical societies who have each made 

outstanding contributions to the community with a Hall of Fame award. 
Members of lineage, heritage, and genealogical societies are invited to join 

the College and attend the annual conference and workshops held in October. 
 

For more information:  texasgenealogicalcollege.com 
Facebook:  Texas Genealogical College 

TGCMembers@gmail.com 

Congratulations to the 
Texas Genealogical College 

Hall of Fame – Class of 2019! 
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Texas Genealogical College 
Diplomatic Fellow Membership 

Diplomatic Fellow Membership in an elite organization in 
Texas is designed to honor the top 5% of genealogists in 
the state.  To qualify as a TGC Diplomatic Fellow, one must 
first be a dues paying member of TGC.  One must have 
served as the president, governor, regent or other title for 
being the principal officer of a Texas lineage, heritage, 
genealogy, or heraldic organization, ,” or who has published 
a book on genealogy/history or Family History, or 
certification as a genealogist or genealogical librarian; plus 
he or she must have also served as a national officer or 
trustee of a similar group for a minimum of one year.  If you 
meet the qualifications for Diplomatic Fellow Membership, 
there is an extra $15.00 fee.  
If you qualify for membership, please complete and mail in 
the form to our Treasurer, Judy Ditmore.  Your name will, 
also, be recognized in our Texas Genealogical College 
Directory. 
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Like so many other professionals in the business world, I was introduced to online meetings via 
web conferencing in March.  I was told that since I would no longer be traveling (until , at least, 
January 2021) to meet my clients , that I needed to get up to speed on how to best utilize web 
conferencing software.  Our corporate headquarters liked to Skype; I would sometimes Facetime 
with colleagues on my iPhone; finally, we were  told that the entire company would use Zoom.  
That’s a lot of technology to absorb and determining the best application for a situation can be 
confusing.  Since so many lineage/ hereditary/ genealogical organizations are moving their 
meetings online, I thought I would share a comparison chart for our members to help them 
determine which vide conferencing software will work for their situation.  Some people have 
personal preferences due to past history/ use, other just go with what is easiest to learn and 
immediately use.  
Web conferencing software allows participants to conduct or attend meetings via the internet. 
This is also known as online meeting software or sometimes simply video conferencing itself.  It 
enables remote meetings based on voice over the internet, online video, instant messaging, file 
sharing, and screen sharing. 
Web and video conferencing tools have become fundamental to how many organizations 
conduct business. The software enables remote employees, customers, and partners to connect 
easily and often.  Specific uses for web conferencing software include: 
            Presentations or webinars 

Conference calls 
Video meetings with multiple participants 
Running product demos and training 
1-on-1 meetings with remote employees 
Face-to-face customer support 
The top three benefits of using web and video conferencing software are: 
 Enhanced communications 
 Reduced travel costs 
 Increased efficiency 

There are many free web or video conferencing software options available. Some are personal 
tools, like Skype and Google Hangouts.  Others are focused on small businesses, including 
AnyMeeting,  MeetingBurner, Join.me, and Zoom.   
To compare different web and video conferencing solutions, consider these factors for each 
product offering: 
 
 

TGC Historian 
Brian Petrov 

Online Meeting Options –  
There is More Out There Than 

Just Zoom! 
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High-Quality Audio & Video     Easy-to-Use Interface 
Screen Sharing                            Chat 
Multi-Device Support                Meeting Recording 
 
I found the following comparison chart on the website of IT Support company, Bremmar.com, to 
help illustrate the differences in capabilities and costs for each platform.  I hope this helps you 
make the best decision on a web conferencing platform  for your organization! 
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The 2020 Census counts every person living in the United States and five U.S. 
territories. The Census is a count of every person living in the United States. It takes 

place every 10 years and is mandated by the U.S. Constitution. The U.S. Census 
Bureau is the agency that conducts the count. Everyone is required to participate, no 

matter their age, race, ethnicity, or immigration status. 
It provides critical data that lawmakers, business owners, teachers, and many others 

use to provide daily services, products, and support for you and your community. 
Every year, billions of dollars in federal funding go to hospitals, fire departments, 

schools, roads, and other resources based on census data.  
As lovers of family history, do your descendants a big favor, and complete the 

census at my2020census.gov, today!   

Today, Oct. 5, 
is the last day 
to complete 
the census!!! 
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In Memoriam 
 
 
 

Joyce Gaye Hoke Cole  passed away on January 23, 
2020 in Houston, Texas. She was born on February 
3, 1943 to Thomas Rankin and Lorean Wright Hoke. 
Joyce grew up in Huntsville, Texas. She is survived 
by her husband Thomas Cole, daughter Amy Barile 
and granddaughter Stella. Joyce was proud to be a 
member and former "Commander in Chief" of the 
Descendants of Washington's Army at Valley Forge. 
(DVF), Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR), a member of St. Luke's Methodist Church 
and teacher at Alief ISD and Woodville. She was an 
avid traveler, passionate historian, dedicated letter 
writer and fantastic cook. Joyce was a true lady 
who was loved and admired by all. She touched 
many lives with her kindness and generosity and 
she truly made the world a better and brighter 
place.  
As a friend and member of the TGC, Joyce will be 
missed! 

Joyce Gaye Hoke Cole 
3 Feb 1943 – 23 Jan 2020  
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